
 Bedrooms: 3
 Bathrooms: 2
 Sq/ft:  2,144
 Lot: 11,641 sq/ft
 Year built: 1926
 Garage: Two-car detached
 Central air and heat
 Updated electrical
 Copper plumbing
 Seismic retrofit
 Separate laundry
 90 SqFt Casita
 Quartersawn dark oak floors
 Original gumwood woodwork
 Arched doorways and windows
 Private Large backyard
 Built-in barbeque
 Stamped concrete patio
 Outdoor fireplace

COVERED BY MILLS ACT
OFFERING SIGNIFICANT TAX

SAVINGS TO THE NEW OWNERS
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Local builder, William Mill, was hired
by John Sharp to construct a new house in
1926. The Sharps only lived in the house
for a short time, and the Emberson
family became the owners according to
the 1930 Monrovia City Directory.
Clifford Emberson owned Cliff's Photo
Art Shop in downtown Monrovia. He was
also a member of the City Council from
1934 to 1938, and again from 1940 to 1944.
He then served on the Planning

Commission in the mid-40s. The Emberson family lived in
the house for twenty years, and sold it to Fritz and  Lillian
Erlandson in 1950, but they didn't stay long. They sold the
house to Max and Alma Kreutzkamp, who raised three
sons, Bob, Jack & Max, Jr., whose names are still on the
merry-go-round in the backyard. They lived at 619 W.
Hillcrest for almost two decades.
The current owners purchased the house in 2001, moving
in on Mother's Day. They completed a second-floor master
bath     addition, which blends seamlessly with the original

619 W. Hillcrest is of the Spanish Eclectic architectural
style consisting of 1-1/2 stories with a partially gabled,
red Spanish tile roof, and a partially flat roof with
parapets decorating the edges. The walls are stucco, and
the main entrance is a typical arched doorway, that is
original to the house.
There is a large, dramatic arched window in the living
room that faces west, whose shape mimics the barreled
ceiling within. A similar smaller arched window faces
south. Both windows, along with one other street-facing
window, are adorned with decorative wrought iron
window grilles.
Above the driveway is an arcaded wing wall, which leads
to the backyard. There you will find the original detached
two-car  garage and an original one-room casita that

copies the flat roof style and decorative parapets of the
main house. The hexagonal merry-go-round located in
back features an awning and dates back to the early
1950s.
The Emberson House is covered by Mills Act Contract
MA-96, offering the owners significant property tax
savings. The current owners have satisfied the condition
of seismic retrofitting of the structure and have placed a
land-marking plaque on the front of the house. The
garage and casita in the rear yard are considered as
contributing, and their preservation is required as part of
the Mills Act conditions.


